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Ware, Bishop Kallistos, The Orthodox Way,
St. Vladmir’s Seminary Press, (Crestwood,
New York, 1995).

I came to know of the author a few years
back when I purchased a copy of his highly ac-
claimed work, the now classic The Orthodox
Church. Those were the days when I first became
engaged in a thoroughgoing search for the truth, a
personal and exhilarating spiritual pilgrimage that
brought me face-to-face with Orthodoxy. It was a
journey that led me full-circle to the faith of our
fathers. As I was reading and studying, this book
filled some important historical and doctrinal gaps
for me.

What touched me even more in those days
were Kallistos’ charitable views on ecumenism. I
had read several books, which while profitable at
many levels yet I found wanting when it comes to
the discussion of the Chalcedon divide. In my ex-
perience, the approach some in the Byzantine Or-
thodox Church take in addressing this all-
important question has been quite strident. The
language and spirit of Bishop Kallistos in his clas-
sic work, however, was the first one I found to be
filled with hope for the future, and consistent with
the evolving rapprochement between the two
families of the Orthodox Church. His work seems
to take into account and is consistent with the res-
toration efforts of the unity of faith in the last
forty years between the Orthodox and Oriental
Orthodox Churches. I have since come across sev-
eral other authors who write in the same vain.

When I purchased The Orthodox Way, 1
was, therefore, already favorably disposed to-
wards the long and fruitful work of Bishop Kallis-
tos. I must state that I have not been disappointed.
In this, his most recent work, the author uses the
most ancient name for Christianity — the Way
(Acts 19:23; 24:22) — in order to emphasize “the
practical character of the Christian faith... a path
along which we journey.”

The Orthodox Way is not an attempt to
undertake any systematic comparisons between
Orthodoxy on the one hand and Catholicism and
Protestantism on the other. Nor does it delve into
the Church, its “concilliar” character, the com-
munion of saints, the sacraments or the meaning
of liturgical worship. The main purpose of the
book, as the author himself clearly states, is “to
offer a brief account of the fundamental teachings
of the Orthodox Church, approaching the faith as
a way of life and a way of prayer.” In fact, I find
true his assertion that the book “might have been
called ‘What Orthodox Christians live by’”.

Having chosen the Way as the name for
our faith, and our journey on that Way as the
proper metaphor for our Christian life, the author
draws our focus on the essential “signposts” on
that journey. Just as one who travels on a highway
to a certain far-off destination must have sign-
posts along the way in order to guide the traveler,
so also must the traveler on the spiritual Way
have clear and unmistakable signposts along his
path.

Kallistos sets the tone for the book in the
introduction by warning us that “the only means
of discovering the true nature of Christianity” is to
“step out upon this path, commit ourselves to this
way of life, and then we shall begin to see for our-
selves.” We cannot properly understand the Way,
he says, as long as we remain outside. Yes, it is
important to receive directions from others before
we embark on this journey. But directions from
others alone are insufficient for the journey; and
they can never be “a substitute for direct, personal
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tion he has received.”

The author presents the reader with six
essential signposts that one must grapple with
as one journeys on the Way: (1) God as Mys-
tery (2) God as Trinity (3) God as Creator (4)
God as Man (5) God as Spirit, and (6) God as
Prayer. Each signpost represents a chapter.

In the chapter that deals with “God as
Mystery”, the reader is introduced to a
uniquely Orthodox teaching about the
“otherness and yet the nearness of the Eter-
nal.” As the Fathers of the church insisted, “A
God who is comprehensible is not God.” In
other words, “God is both further from us, and
nearer to us, than anything else.” He is well
known to the smallest child and yet can re-
main incomprehensible to the most brilliant
theologian. He dwells, as Scriptures tell us, in
“light unapproachable”. But, at the same time,
one can “stand in his presence with loving
confidence and addresses Him as friend. God
is both end-point and starting-point.” So, when
we use the term “mystery” in Christianity, we
are not referring to something as “baffling”, an
enigma or insoluble problem. A mystery is
“something that is revealed for our under-
standing, but which we never understand ex-
haustively because it leads into the depth of
the darkness of God. The eyes are closed — but
they are also opened.”

The doctrine of the Trinity is the cor-
nerstone of the Christian faith. It is central to
Orthodoxy and to the doctrine of salvation. It
is with the affirmation that God is both PER-
SONAL and LOVE that the author painstak-
ingly explains how the doctrine of Trinity is
essential to man’s salvation. If God is love,
then “love cannot exist in isolation, but pre-
supposes the other. Personhood and love sig-
nify life, movement, and discovery. So the
doctrine of the Trinity means that we should
think of “God in terms that are dynamic rather
than static. God is not just stillness, repose,
and unchanging perfection.”

The author illustrates the “doctrine of
the Trinity by looking at the Triadic patterns
in salvation history and in our own life of
prayer.” Using St. Irenaeus symbolism of the
Son and the Spirit as the “two hands” of God
the Father, he goes on to show how the Father
is using both these “hands” at once in every
creative and sanctifying act. He shows how
Scripture and worship provide repeated exam-
ples of this, as seen in the creation, the incar-
nation, the baptism and transfiguration of
Christ, and the ecucharistic epiclesis.

The profoundness of Kallistos’ assertion
that there are essential and practical implications
to the dogma of the Trinity is illustrated in the
following statement: “So far from being pushed
into the corner and treated as a piece of abstruse
theologizing of interest only to specialists, the
doctrine of the Trinity ought to have upon our
daily life an effect that is nothing less than revolu-
tionary. Made after the image of God the Trinity,
human beings are called to reproduce on earth the
mystery of mutual love that the Trinity lives in
heaven.”

In the chapter that deals with ‘God as
Creation’, the author tackles the all-important
question of God’s motive for creation. God’s mo-
tive in creation, he says, is his love. In fact, in-
stead of saying that “God created the universe out
of nothing”, we should say that “he created it out
of his own self, which is love.” He goes even fur-
ther by saying that God should not be thought of
as the Manufacturer or the Craftsman, but as the
Lover. The author looks at creation not so much
as an act of his free will, but as his free love. “To
love means to share, as the doctrine of the Trinity
has so clearly shown us: God is not just one but
one-in-three, because he is a communion of per-
sons who share in love with one another.”

Kallistos’ brilliance is seen on how he
presents creation as being not just in the past-
tense, frozen in the story of the book of Genesis,
but a dynamic and continuous present. Instead of
saying: “God made the world, and me in it”, he
tells us that it is appropriate to say: “God is mak-
ing the world, and me in it, here and now, at this
moment and always”. When creation is viewed in
this manner, it ceases to be an event in the past,
but a dynamic and true relationship in the present.

It is with the above as a backdrop that the
author gently leads the reader in some of the most
important teachings of Orthodox Christianity:
what it means to be created in the image and like-
ness of God, man as priest and king, the inner
kingdom, evil, suffering and the fall of man, the
consequences of the fall and the question of a suf-
fering God.

In reading a certain part of 7The Orthodox
Way, one gets the impression that it could not get
better than that. But as one progresses, there are
pleasant surprises at every turn. In the chapter that
deals with ‘God as Man’, Kallistos handles the
doctrine of the incarnation so delicately, methodi-
cally and, as everywhere else, with great sensitiv-
ity towards practical application.

Ever kin to practicality, in the chapter that
deals with ‘God as Prayer’, Kallistos provides the
traveler on the Way the following three important
presuppositions: (1) since the journey is under-
taken in fellowship with others, the traveler is a
member of the Church. “Orthodox tradition is
intensely conscious of the ecclesial character of
all true Christianity.” (2) The spiritual Way also
presupposes life in the sacraments. (3) Besides
being ecclesial and sacramental, life in the Church
also presupposes being evangelical.

In The Orthodox Way, Bishop Kallistos
Ware brings the traveler in the Way indispensable
signposts. This is a serious yet accessible account
of the doctrine, worship and life of the Orthodox
Christian. Every topic that is discussed in the
book is with the eye towards its application. The
doctrines of the Trinity, the Incarnation, and of
creation, for instance, are all discussed in such a
way as to render the book a genuine work of cate-
chism for Orthodox Christians.




Editoria

“Where is Your Faith?”

Faith is the singular identifying characteristic of all the patriarchs
and prophets of the Old Testament as well as the Apostles, mar-
tyrs, Church fathers, and all men and women of God of the New
Testament era. It is with faith that they all fortified themselves as
they faced all the challenges of their respective times. The word
of God tells us that it was this one important quality for which
“the ancients were commended” (Heb. 11:1). When these saints
placed all their hopes in God, we note that God never abandoned
them in their hours of need, nor did He fail them.

God being a never-changing God, the above truth remains
unchanged in our age, too. Our Lord told His disciples: “If you
have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this moun-
tain, ‘Move from here to there’ and it will move. Nothing will be
impossible for you” (Matthew 17:20). By faith, they dared to heal
the sick and raise the dead. By faith they confronted persecution
and death. By faith they stood unshaken in defense of the truth.
Nowhere in the Scriptures do we read that any of God’s children
who put their trust in God as they confronted adversities disap-
pointed either. For God is trustworthy.

St. Peter learned the cost of wavering in one’s faith fairly
early in his life with Christ. He put his trust in God and dared to
walk on water. But the instant he took his eyes off our Lord and
let himself become overwhelmed by the ferocity of the sea be-
neath him, he was overtaken by fear and began to drown. Even
then, he cried out to our Lord to save him, which he did. Writing
years later, and as if he was harkening back to that experience, St.
Peter instructs us: “In this greatly rejoice, though now for a little
while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These
have come so that your faith — of greater worth than gold, which
perishes even though refined by fire — may be proved genu-
ine...” (1 Peter 1:6-7).

If we were to try to look at faith in its negative feature, i.e.,
referring to it in what it is not rather than what it is, we can say
that faith is more than mere intellectual assent. Faith, when it is
shorn of all its passive elements, must be action oriented, moving
us to act boldly whenever we are called upon by events and cir-
cumstances. In other words, the power of a living faith is its
transformative quality, spurring us to action for causes far greater
than ourselves. This is the same faith that transformed the ordi-
nary disciples of Judea into extraordinary servants that changed
the world.

How does faith then manifest itself in those who are
charged to lead God’s people? If those who are put in positions of
leadership among God’s people are to be effective leaders, their
faith should be evident in the fearless manner of their leadership.
When the actions of such people are guided by fear of conse-
quences, when their faith is compromised by what they personally
may lose as a result of unpopular stands they may have to take,
they have abdicated their God-given positions of leadership. In-
stead of serving God and His people with sacrifice, they become
interested safeguarding their own personal interests. If the guid-
ing principle of such deformed leadership is being liked by people
and being accepted by others and crass popularity, they have for-
gotten our Lord’s instruction: “All men will hate you because of
me.”

Christ’s words: “Anyone who does not take his cross and
follow me is not worthy of me” speaks against timid leadership.
And timid leadership is no leadership at all. In fact, such leader-
ship is likened in the Bible as that of a blind person leading a
blind. The consequence of such failure in leadership is expressed
in the starkest language. It tells us to “leave them” — leave such
leaders! Why? The answer is simple, “If a blind man leads a blind
man, both will fall into a pit.”

There is a very interesting narrative in the Scripture. As
the disciples were traveling on sea, their boat was buffeted by a
frightening storm. When they saw drowning as a real danger,
they screamed “Master, Master! We’re going to drown!” The
word of God tells us that Our Lord “rebuked the wind and the rag-
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ing waters; the storm subsided and all was calm.” The next important problem He
addressed was their fear by asking them, “Where is your faith?”” The problem was
not the raging sea. They were victims of their own fear.

The times in which we live are treacherous. Our faith is tested at every turn,
both as lay people of God and as people who are placed in positions of leadership.
The question that the Lord asked of His disciples is, therefore, being asked of us to-
day: “Where is your faith?” Where is our faith? What answer will we give to this all
-important question?

As our church presently faces the most serious challenges and dangers, we
see men and women making decisions that are detrimental to the future of our faith
and the Church. We see many leading the flock astray, and others hiding, refusing
to take a firm stand. We see many selling the future of our church for a momentary
“mess of potage” — a personal gain - as Jacob sold his birthright to his brother Esau.

All of us — lay persons and clergy alike - are called “to contend for the faith
that was once for all entrusted to the saints” (Jude 2). What does that mean? The
word “contend” in Tigrinya is translated as “gedil”. As our people very well know,
the word evokes struggle and sacrifice, paying, if need be, even the ultimate sacri-
fice for a cause. It means that we must have enough faith to stand for the truth. It
means that we have to be willing to pay whatever price it takes to defend the
Church. What greater cause is there anyway?

Our Lord tells us: “Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also ac-
knowledge him before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, |
will disown him before my Father in heaven” (Matthew 10:32). May God help us to
be faithful unto death!
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